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Business Support on Your Doorstep




CHAMBER OF KAVALA
The Chamber of Kavala is a public law, legal entity that was originally founded in 1918.  It has over 11.000 members including small and medium sized manufacturing industries, commercial enterprises, handicrafts companies, large industries, as well as professionals.

The Chamber of Kavala is the organization one goes to in order to register a new company. However, beyond the registration of firms and other administrative procedures, the Chamber of Kavala has developed into an authentic support centre for private initiative. This is accomplished mainly by providing information and advice on issues and problems faced by businesspersons.

The Chamber is an important support mechanism for trade, industry and the professions in its area and oftentimes it uses its influence in the government decision-making process on matters relevant to the business world. In most cases this influence is directed towards local or regional authorities, but sometimes even the national authorities are contacted. Also, the Chamber often acts on its own initiative in order to promote industry and commerce in the area.
Yet another important function assumed by the Chamber, and one of particular relevance to the business world, is its consultative and information services provided to small and medium sized enterprises. Examples of this are the supply of information on subsidies, grants, development laws, EU legislation, and even information on export markets or possible new sources of supply for raw materials. Also, information is supplied on company law in other countries and on international trade rules and regulations. 
IMPORTANT EVENTS
The most important organizational effort of the Chamber is the «KAVALAEXPO» annual exhibition covering industry, small and medium sized manufacturing enterprises, handicrafts, commerce and service professionals which has been taking place since 1993.  In its effort to promote local products abroad, the Chamber organizes trade missions (Turkey, Romania, Bulgaria, etc.) and participates in international exhibitions (SIAL, ANUGA, IFE, FRUIT-LOGISTICS, ΑLIMENTARIA, PLOVDIV FAIR, TIBCO, etc.).  We are also involved in actions promoting the Tourism Sector such as the organization of a trade fair within the framework of the “Aegean Regatta” on the island of Thassos and also participation in various international trade exhibitions focusing on the tourism sector.
During the course of the year, the Chamber organizes a series of information sessions on matters of interest to SMEs (financing programmes, standardization – quality, health and safety, accounting, taxation, etc.)  Also, it participates in full-scale information campaigns on relevant issues (Euro, Electronic Commerce, etc.)
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION
The Chamber of Kavala, always at the forefront in terms of participation in EU programmes, began this activity in 1990 by implementing training seminars funded by the European Social Fund.  Since then, it has implemented a series of programmes, campaigns and special actions.  For indicative purposes only, we refer to:  INTERREG I, II, & III, IVC, PRISMA, TAIEX, ADAPT, YOUTHSTART, MERCURE – TACIS, VALOREN, PROINVEST.  The Chamber also participates in networks – EPICOR, BRE, Euro Info Centre until 31/12/2007, Enterprise Europe Network as of 1/1/2008  – and in non-profit enterprises – E-commerce Centre for East Macedonia Thrace, Development Agency of Kavala S.A. (for the implementation of the Leader programme), DESMOS S.A. (an intermediary for the regions implementation of the CSF), the Hellenic Chamber Network for Insular Development, etc.   As a Euro Info Centre we participated in several specific actions and initiatives, which continue as members of the Enterprise Europe Network. Our most recent participation in an International Project is one under the Business Support Programme for new Member States (project title SEENet) for transferring administrative know-how on the implementation of the new Aquis Cummunitaire.  In 2012, our Chamber is participating in two CBC Black Sea Projects.
KAVALA

DESCRIPTION OF THE REGION
The prefecture of Kavala, at the easternmost corner of Macedonia, covers 1,112 square kilometres and has a population of 145,000. The prefecture’s southern border extends along the northern Aegean sea, and includes the island of Thassos. 

The city of Kavala, the prefecture’s capital, is the second largest city in Macedonia and a principal port in northern Greece. Kavala’s airport links the region with Athens and major European cities, and its port provides boat service to the ports of Piraeus and Rafina, the islands of the north and eastern Aegean, and the Dodekanese. 
The Chamber of Kavala considers the prefecture to be ideally situated within the dynamic commercial and economic system developing in the eastern Mediterranean. The steady development of the regional infrastructure will enable Kavala to become a bridge between the countries in the Mediterranean, the Middle East, the Balkans, and Europe. 
Kavala is an important focal point for the commercial and economic system which is dynamically developing in the Eastern Mediterranean. It is a key point of reference offering a homogeneous economic base, steady climatic conditions and a geographical position which in the past has served as the cradle of European civilization. Today this location is a doorway to new markets and it is at the same time preparing to be a dynamic presence in the European continent. 

KAVALA

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

This strategic positioning in the economic space of the Eastern Mediterranean, in combination with its steady and constantly developing infrastructural base, allows Kavala to be a bridge between the Mediterranean, the middle East, the new economies in the Balkans and the Commonwealth of Independent States for the benefit of Greece and the other member states of the European Union. The city's economic vigour and active cultural life confirm the fact that it is a forerunner in the area, a role that it has played since ancient times. 

Farming and agriculture are excellent investment opportunities in Kavala prefecture, particularly animal husbandry, poultry breeding, and organic agriculture. The area also is suited for greenhouses. In addition, opportunities lie in the exploitation of the marble and limestone deposits. 
Investment in tourism development provides opportunities as well. The prefecture has an extensive coastline, the beautiful island of Thassos, and Paggaeon mountain range. 

The coastline includes some of the finest sand beaches in eastern Macedonia, particularly near Nea Peramos. Loutra Eleftheron, a small spa town, has thermal springs and an ancient bath house. Alternatively, mud baths can be found in Krinides, another area of Kavala. 
Just 12 kilometers from the mainland lies the island of Thassos, a popular resort for foreign and Greek tourists, known for its archaeological sites, marble, olives and honey. The prefecture’s inland areas provide opportunities for agro and ecotourism. The Paggaeon mountain range is the perfect location for outdoor sports, and the development of a ski resort. 
The region’s rich and turbulent past is a further tourist attraction. Parts of the ancient Roman road, Via Egnatia, used by the Roman armies marching to Philippi for the battle between Brutus and Mark Anthony, are still visible today. The capital, Kavala, is one of the most attractive cities in Greece. Known in ancient times as Neapolis, it was the first European port merchants and travellers reached from the Middle East. Kavala retains its importance as a port and provides the banking and business services for the region. Its historic landmarks include a Byzantine citadel, the Kamares aqueduct constructed by Suleiman the Magnificent in the 16th century, and the impressive “Imaret” structure. 
LOCAL PRODUCTS
The area of Kavala produces an abundance of agricultural products (grapes, olives, asparagus, kiwi, hazelnuts, honey, etc.) and is a fishing and fish trading centre.  There are many fruit and vegetable packing plants and companies that produce food, wine and also fishery products.  One can also find petroleum deposits in the Kavala subsoil and geological riches include marble and slate. 

In the production sector, there are many small and medium-sized companies in the ready-wear, shoemaking, construction materials, furniture, tobacco processing and marble production industries.  There is also a large phosphoric fertilizer production plant in the area.  

A large part of the local economy is based on the services sector, particularly tourism enterprises, commerce and banking/finance.
